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Dubai: The New Silicon Valley of the East,
Pioneering the Techno-Optimist Future

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Dubai, UAE, February 2, 2024 — In an era where global technological innovation often
grapples with regulatory hurdles and a slowing pace, Marc Andreessen's Techno-Optimist
Manifesto finds a resonant echo in Dubai's philosophy. Marc Andreessen's techno-optimist
manifesto asserts that technological innovation is key to solving global challenges. He
advocates for embracing and investing in tech advancements, arguing they drive progress
and improve lives. His vision is a future where continuous tech evolution leads to greater
efficiency, economic growth, and societal benefits. With Western lethargic progress being
met with insistent pessimism, Andreessen's call for a world empowered by technological
advancement is uniquely mirrored in Dubai's concrete achievements. If we are to take
Andreessen’s manifesto as anything to go by, Dubai emerges as the new Silicon Valley of
the East, a dynamic hub of unbridled techno-optimism and innovation.

In 1950, Dubai was a nascent pearl diving and trading hub, with a modest population of
20,000. Today, it boasts over 3 million residents and stands tall as a global city, a testament
to the pioneering vision of its founding father, the late H. H. Sheikh Rashid bin Saeed Al
Maktoum who saw back then what Andreessen is advocating today. His dream of
transforming an arid landscape into a flourishing oasis has been realized many times over
through relentless pursuit of progress, with technology at its heart.

Dubai’s ascent is not just about attracting the rich and famous to a stunningly appealing
urban playground; it's about establishing a new global epicenter for finance, tourism, and
leisure, through technology and innovation. In contrast to the over-regulated European
markets and the stagnating pace of the United States, in contrast Dubai offers a fertile
ground for technology startups and established tech giants alike. Its business-friendly
environment, coupled with a commitment to technological advancement, makes Dubai an
irresistible magnet for tech talent and entrepreneurs worldwide, which is outlined in the
response to Andreessen's manifesto by Arto Bendiken, CTO of Haltia.Al. Bendiken, a
resident of Dubai and a veteran in technology, penned an open letter, positioning Dubai as a
pacesetter in this techno-optimist narrative. Bendiken's letter not only acknowledges the
manifesto's core message but also challenges other global tech hubs, including Silicon
Valley, by showcasing Dubai as the ideal destination that champions the transformative
power of technology in solving global challenges by supporting and investing in scientific
advancements for the betterment of human living standards.

As the world contends with the challenges of economic stagnation, ruptured and confusing
social fabrics, fear of extinction, doom and dread of the very technology that has shown
huge benefit to humanity, Dubai’s trajectory presents a blueprint for a techno-optimist future.
A city that has transformed the challenges of its geographical location into opportunities for
unprecedented growth and abundance, Dubai has risen as a champion in the tech race to
become a super desirable destination.

- Ends -

For media inquiries or to arrange interviews, please contact:
Emma Rymer, Head of Comms Studio, Haltia.Al


https://a16z.com/the-techno-optimist-manifesto/
https://a16z.com/the-techno-optimist-manifesto/
https://haltia.ai/open-letter-to-andreessen

H Haltia. Al

Email: emma@haltia.ai
Phone: +44-7979-716804

About Haltia.Al:

Founded by tech visionary and celebrated cypherpunk Arto Bendiken alongside
entrepreneurial powerhouse Talal Thabet, Haltia.Al is on a mission to revolutionize industries
and enhance quality of life through state-of-the-art Al solutions that prioritize user autonomy
and data integrity. Talal, with 25 years of experience across multiple sectors and five
successful exits from eight startups in less than twelve years, pairs seamlessly with Arto's
deep tech background to forge a unique leadership synergy that is both innovative and
grounded in industry acumen.

Haltia.Al emerges as a trailblazer in the realm of personal Al, with its pioneering on-device
platform built upon the bedrock of cypherpunk principles — privacy first. Haltia.Al's
proprietary companions, Halford and Tiana, deliver an unprecedented level of efficiency and
privacy in a world demanding ethical technology solutions, enabling the company to fulfil its
promise to empower members to "live the life they imagined”.

Headquartered in Delaware, USA and with an operating subsidiary in the United Arab
Emirates, the company is bolstered by an elite "dream team" of globally recognized experts
and advisors from cutting-edge engineering to ethical coding.
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